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Content of the presentation 
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• Academic Integrity in general and at Jacobs University 

• The Academic Integrity Committee (AIC) at Jacobs University 

• Violations of the Code of Academic Integrity: Examples and 

sanctions 

• Experiences from the classroom: Dr. Mathias Bode (Electrical 

Engineering) and Dr. Andreas Hennig (Chemistry) 

• Time for your questions and concerns 



Who remembers this document..? 
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What is “Academic Integrity”? 
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• It is the “code of honor“ of an academic community.  

 Core values: Honesty, trust, respect, fidelity, truth, fairness.  

 Set of rules that govern research and relations:  

 What are ethical ways to conduct research?  

 What are ethical ways to relate to others?  

 

 

• All members of the academic community – faculty and students –

have certain rights and duties. 

 

 



What does this mean for you? 
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“Students at Jacobs University Bremen are, from their first day 

onward, considered future professionals and, hence, members of 

this community.” (From: The Code of Academic Integrity, Jacobs University Bremen) 

 

 

“As a student, to have academic integrity means that you have adopted 

principles or standards that consistently govern how you pursue your 

school work. A student with academic integrity earns a degree with 

honest effort, and knows that this degree is a true accomplishment 

reflecting years of hard work and genuine learning. Academic integrity 

requires you to develop essential skills including research, writing, 

and documenting.”  (From: Academic Integrity Tutorial, York University, Canada)  



Academic Integrity at Jacobs University 
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At Jacobs University, the standards and guiding principles 
for members of its academic community are specified in the 
Code of Academic Integrity.  

 
 
 

Violating these rules has  
 

serious consequences!  
 



Academic Integrity at Jacobs University 
 

7 

“As members of the academic community at Jacobs University Bremen, 

we acknowledge and promote the following fundamental principles:   

 

• Respect for one’s own academic work as well as respect for others’ 

work, including acknowledgment of others’ and own contributions to a 

project, paper, presentation, or any other academic product.  

• Ethical treatment of self and others in research and academic work.  

• Trust in one’s self and others’ to conduct work in an honest manner.  

• Fair treatment of all members of the academic community in regards 

to all aspects of academic work.” 

(From: The Code of Academic Integrity, Jacobs University Bremen) 



Where to find the  
Code of Academic Integrity 
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Link at Jacobs website:  

 

https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies   

 

 

Important:  
 
The Code specifies rights and duties for students AND 
faculty.  

https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies
https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies
https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies
https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies
https://www.jacobs-university.de/policies


Affirmation with YOUR signature:  
Code of Academic Integrity 
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A reminder:  

 

 

You have signed and 

submitted the form to 

the Student Records 

Office already…  

 

  



The Academic Integrity Committee:  
Faculty, Undergraduate and Graduate Students 
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Faculty:  

• Dr. Franziska Deutsch (Chair, Diversity) 

• Prof. Dr. Alexander Lerchl (Vice Chair, 

Health)  

• Prof. Dr. Ulrich Kortz (Health) 

• N.N.  

• N.N. 

Undergraduate students:  

• Haley Marie Lubeck (graduated 2016) 

• Lydia Canals (graduated 2016) 

• N.N.  

Graduate students:  

• Dominique Brockman 

• Veronica Alejandra Bremer  

 
New members welcome! 



Violations of the Code of Academic 
Integrity 
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So-called infractions include:  

- Disruption of the academic environment.  

- General academic dishonesty, i.e. falsification of data, results or 

research. 

- Cheating.  

- Plagiarism.  

- …   

(For a description and examples, see The Code of Academic Integrity at Jacobs 

University and its appendix.) 



Examples for infractions:  
Disruption of the academic environment 
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• The disruption of any university activities such as teaching, research, 

studying or administrative work. 

• The removal or defacement of shared materials that are required by 

other students for academic work. 

• The sabotage or theft of another person’s academic work. 

• The submission of official documents to the University that have 

been forged, falsified, or altered. 

• The unauthorized access to or alteration of University records. 

• The commercial use of any university material or property without 

explicit permission. 

 

 



Examples for infractions:  
Academic dishonesty  
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False account of literature:  

• Claiming authorship of written work or parts of written work.  

• Exploitation of others‘ ideas, concepts, etc.   

 

False account of data:  

• Fabrication (make up) of data. 

• Distortion of data. 

• Manipulation of data representation. 

• Omission of undesirable data. 

 

 

http://io9.com/5855733/psychologist-admits-to-faking-dozens-of-

scientific-studies 



Examples for infractions:  
Cheating  
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• The use or attempted use of 

materials that are prohibited or that 

have been declared inappropriate in 

an exam or academic assignment. 

• Giving assistance to anyone doing 

so, or aiming to do so.  

• The collaboration on an exam or 

assignment without prior consent 

from the instructor. This includes 

copying the work of others who may 

or may not be aware of this. 

• Submitting work prepared for one 

class to a second class.  
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/02/01/us/massachusetts-harvard-cheating-scandal 



Examples for infractions:  
Plagiarism 
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Examples of plagiarism, the use of another person’s intellectual property 

without correct acknowledgement, include, but are not limited to, the 

following: 

• The use of someone else’s written work, even if changes are made, 

without proper acknowledgement or without correctly indicating the 

copied material. 

• The use of someone else’s ideas without proper acknowledgement. 

• The borrowing of all or part of someone else’s work, or the use of 

someone else’s outline in individual work. 

• The use of material downloaded from the internet without 

acknowledgement of the source. 

 

 



Some examples in German politics 
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Academic Integrity Committee:  
Workflow 
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Important: AIC members are bound to confidentiality. 

 

What happens in case of a student infraction to the Code of Academic 

Integrity? 

 

Bodies involved:  

- Course instructor(s).  

- Office of Academic Affairs.  

- Academic Integrity Committee.  

- Academic Board.  

- Student Records Office.  
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In case of a student infraction:  

Course-related sanction by the instructor and report to the Director 
of the Office of Academic Affairs, where it will be filed.  

In case of a second infraction, the Academic Integrity Committee 
(AIC) is informed. The student becomes a case for the AIC. 

The AIC collects additional information on the case (i.e. written 
statements by the student and instructors) and invites the student to a 

hearing.  

The AIC agrees on a recommendation to the Academic Board (AB: 
President, Deans, Academic Directors). 

The AB decides about the recommendation. The decision is 
communicated to the student and implemented by the AIC, the 

Student Records Office, etc.   



Possible sanctions  
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Why does academic misconduct happen? 
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Deliberate intentions are rare! (But they do happen.)  

• Gross negligence.  

• Lack of knowledge.  

• Time constraints.  

• Inattentive supervision, lack of instruction.  

 

And:  

• Different individual standards: Personal beliefs and values.   

• Cultural differences: What is the norm? How strongly do people 

adhere to the norm? 

 

But:  Common standards at Jacobs University are defined by the 

 Code of Academic Integrity!  

 



Experiences from the classroom… 
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Our  guests:   

 

Dr. Mathias Bode, Electrical Engineering 

 

 

Dr. Andreas Hennig, Chemistry  



First-year skills courses 
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Academic and Professional Skills  

(mandatory for all majors in the DIVERSITY focus: ISS, GEM; IRPH, 

IBA and Psychology) 

 

 

Scientific and Experimental Skills  

(pre-requisite for all first year lab courses within the HEALTH focus 

(BCCB, chemistry, EES, MCCB and Physics). 



If you have questions about what is 
allowed and what is not… 
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Please approach:  

 

- Your Course Instructor, Academic Advisor, Program Coordinators, 

etc.  

- Academic Integrity Committee (AIC) or its individual members  

- Ombudsman 



Academic Integrity Committee (AIC) 

Jacobs University, 29 August, 2016 


