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translation.1 

 

The Wissenschaftsrat (German Science and Humanities Council) has, on the basis of 

its recommendations for the institutional accreditation of private universities2, 

established an accreditations committee with the task of accrediting non-public 

universities. This constitutes a process for quality control which is meant to examine 

whether non-public universities are capable of achieving a performance in teaching 

and research that meets accepted scientific standards. The primary objective of 

institutional accreditation therefore is both the safeguarding of the scientific capacities 

of a tertiary institution, including its own system of quality control, and the protection 

of the students, as well as the public and private employers as recipients of the 

graduates.3 Accreditation ensures on a temporary basis and can be renewed on 

application. With a reaccreditation such as for Jacobs University Bremen, the review 

is focused more strongly on the development so far, while during the first 

accreditation the concept for establishing International University Bremen was 

judged. 

In a letter from January 22nd, 2007, the state of Bremen has filed an application for 

the institutional reaccreditation of Jacobs University Bremen. The reason was the 

time limitation of five years of the accreditation process that was decided positively in 

2001.4 The accreditation committee of the Wissenschaftsrat has evaluated the 

preconditions for the initiation of the reaccreditation process in a meeting on April 

16th, 2007 and established a task group that has visited Jacobs University Bremen on 

October 1st and 2nd 2007, and that has prepared the evaluation report on hand in a 

further meeting on November 22nd, 2007. 

                                            
1 Translation of the central paragraphs. For the full report please refer to the German version. 
2 Wissenschaftsrat: Empfehlungen zur Akkreditierung privater Hochschulen, in: Empfehlungen und Stellungnahmen 2000, Köln 

2001, Bd. I, S. 201-228. 
3 See also; Wissenschaftsrat: Leitfaden der institutionellen Akkreditierung (Drs. 7078-06, Berlin). 
 
4 Wissenschaftsrat: Stellungnahme zur vorläufigen Akkreditierung der International University Bremen (IUB), Berlin, November 

2001.  
 



On December 11th, the accreditation committee has prepared the statement on the 

accreditation of Jacobs University Bremen based on the evaluation report. 

The Wissenschaftsrat has adopted the statement on January 25th. 

Within the scope of the reaccreditation process, the Wissenschaftsrat has especially 

evaluated the performance achieved by Jacobs University Bremen in the fields of 

teaching, research, and further training, the resources allocated thereto, as well as 

the presented concepts for the further development of the university and the 

resources budgeted for them. From this evaluation, which is largely based on the 

results of the evaluation report of the task group, it emerges that Jacobs University 

Bremen has met the conditions for the institutional reaccreditation of a university. It 

decidedly fulfils the required quality standards in teaching and research. 

The mission statement of Jacobs University Bremen is ambitious and on the basis of 

the performance so far also plausible. Since the commencement of academic activity 

in 2001, International University Bremen has convincingly succeeded at establishing 

a campus university. On this basis, it has succeeded in developing a distinct profile, 

including a broad offer of bachelor programs (all bachelor and master programs are 

accredited), staggered on-campus residency requirements, and the English language 

as campus language, which is attractive for international students, as well. This 

success is visible in the rapid expansion of International University Bremen. The 131 

students and 25 professors of 2001 have grown to more than 1,000 students and 102 

professors. 

Due to the altogether positive evaluation of the performance and results, and due to 

the very ambitious, but also plausible concept for the further development of Jacobs 

University, the reaccreditation for ten years is granted. An application for 

reaccreditation should therefore be filed on September 1st, 2017 at the latest. 


